
Third Sunday after Epiphany

January 21, 2024
Rev. Eric Zacharias, Pastor

Julianne Marcsisak, Organist
Ushers: Brooke and Abby Moen

www.zion-cologne.org
952-466-3379

Admin Assistant                            
Office
Pastor Eric Zacharias                                   

annetraver@zion-cologne.org
officeoffice@zion-cologne.org

revez123@juno.com

Together in Christ

Prayer Before Worship: Gather us, O Lord, in faith and hope, that
together we may glorify you with one voice, welcoming others, as you
have welcomed us—in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

This Week’s Prayer List: We pray for a portion of Zion’s family,
Gary & Linda Bierstedt; Bradley & Theresa Bierstedt, Eleanor and
Mable Bierstedt; Dave & Ranee Bingham; Colin Bingham; Dylan
Bingham. We pray for those under a physician’s care, in treatment or
therapy, enduring hardships, for a strong faith.. We pray for those
under a physician’s care, in treatment or therapy, enduring hardships,
for a strong faith.

Life is Important.
Christians are pro-life and speak for human life that is threatened in the
womb (by abortion) and speak for the life the weak and powerless. Pray
for our children, families, and those who struggle with life. Strengthen
the weak, speak for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the
rights of all who are destitute. On Monday, January 22 a chapel service
will be held at the Concordia University Chapel (10:30) followed by a
March for Life on the steps of the State Capitol (12:00).

Welcome New Officers!
Church President: Mike Bergs

Secretary: Jen Buetow
Elders: Todd Mesenbring, Steve Buetow, John Bruesehoff

Trustees: Chris Buetow, Jake Buetow, and Jeff Sons
Head Ushers: Von Molnau, Jen Buetow, and Rick Haler

School Board: Jared Gustafson, Luke Rolf, and Tara Bones

Thank You for your dedication and service to Zion!
Gerry Buetow (Elder), Brian Borchardt (Elder), Kurk Vinkemeier
(Trustee), and Rodney Boelke (School Board). 

Lutheran Schools’ Week Starts Today!
Everyone is invited to join us for a continental breakfast on Friday at
7:30 AM. Chapel will follow at 8:10 AM with an exciting game of Bible
Bingo following chapel. 

Feed My Starving Children
During Lutheran Schools’ Week our students will be packing food at
Feed My Starving Children. We have a few extra spots available if any
Zion members or friends would like to participate. Our reservation is
on Wednesday, January 24th, beginning at 9:00 AM. We will work
until 11:00 AM. Please let Mr. M know if you are interested in going or
have any questions.
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Opening Hymn # 605                                                       “Father Welcomes”                                                                 

P: In the Name of the Father * Son * Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: “I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C: And you forgave the iniquity of my sin”                                Psalm 32:5
P: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

C: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

P: You have searched me, LORD, and you know me.                Psalm 139
C: You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from 

P: You discern my going out and my lying down;
C: You are familiar with all my ways.
P: Before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely.
C: You surround me: behind and before, and you lay your hand upon 

P: Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.
C: Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your 

P: If I go up to the heavens,
C: You are there!
P: If I make my bed in the depths,
C: You are there!
P: If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea,
C: Even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me 

P: If I say, Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night 

C: Even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the 
.

Alleluia! Let praises ring! To God the Father let us bring
Our songs of adoration. To Him through everlasting days

Be worship, honor, power & praise Whose hand sustains creation.
Singing, ringing: Holy, holy, God is holy;

Spread the story Of our God, the Lord of glory.

P: For you created my inmost being; You knit me together in my 

C: I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works 

P: My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret 

afar.

not in us.

cleanse us from all unrighteousness                                          1 John 1:9

me.

presence?

securely.

around me,

day, for darkness is as light to you

mother's womb.

are wonderful, I know that full well.

place, when I was woven together in the depths of the womb: Your
eyes saw my unformed body;

C: All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of 

P: How precious to me are your thoughts, God! How vast is the sum of 

C: Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand; 

P: Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 

C: See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 

Alleluia! Let praises ring! Unto the Lamb of God we sing,
In whom we are elected. He bought His Church with His own blood,

He cleansed her in that blessed flood, And as His Bride selected.
Holy, holy Is our union And communion.

His befriending Gives us joy and peace unending.

Reflecting upon our transgressions, we then pray...
Heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being, as we
cannot hide from your presence, so our sins are not hidden from your
sight. We confess our sins and offenses, to you and to one another, for

we have sinned in thought, word and deed: We have not loved you with
all our heart, soul, mind and strength and we have not loved our

neighbor as ourselves. Cleanse us from all our offenses, and deliver us
from proud thoughts and vain desires, that with reverent and humble
hearts we may draw near to you, confiding in your grace, and finding
our refuge and strength-- as you have promised, through your Son,

Jesus Christ, our Lord.

P: The gift of God is there for those who believe. God is faithful and just 

Alleluia! Let praises ring! Unto the Holy Ghost we sing,
For our regeneration. The saving faith in us He wrought

And us unto the Bridegroom brought. Made us His chosen nation.
Glory! Glory! Joy eternal, Bliss supernal;

There is manna And an endless, glad hosanna.

Old Testament Reading                                                           Jonah 3:1-5, 10
God will send the Messiah as a light to the nations, that salvation may

reach to the end of the earth.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.                    C: Thanks be to you, O God.

them!

them came to be.

when I awake, I am still with you....

thoughts.

everlasting.

and he will forgive all who call upon him in truth. As a called and
ordained servant of the Word, I declare that your sins are forgiven, for
the sake of Jesus Christ, who is the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Let
your hearts not be troubled: Go in peace.



Second Reading                                                                     Timothy 6:11-16
Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life given you.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.                    C: Thanks be to you, O God.

Alleluia! Let praises ring! Unto our triune God we sing,
Blest be His name forever! With angel hosts let us adore

And sing His praises more and more For all His grace and favor!
Singing, ringing: Holy, holy, God is holy;

Spread the story Of our God, the Lord of glory!

P: Our Gospel Reading is from St. Mark, chapter 1.
C: Praise be to you, O Lord.

Holy Gospel Reading                                                                 Mark 1:21-28
Jesus gathers and calls disciples to follow.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.                     C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message                    Sunday School to follow in Mr. M’s Room
 
Sermon Hymn # 831 vv. 1-2                                    “How Shall They Hear”
    
Sermon                                                                                      1 Timothy 6:12

The good fight begins with faith and conviction and trust in God.

Response Hymn # 831 vv. 3-5                                  “How Shall They Hear”

Prayer of the Church & Lord's Prayer

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with thy spirit.
P: Bless we the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The Lord bless you and ... give you peace.
C: Amen, amen, amen

Closing Hymn # 665                                                 “Be Strong in the Lord”

You are invited
to the Ordination & Installation Service of Vicar Todd Bentz at Emanuel
Lutheran Church, Hamburg, on Sunday, Feb. 18 at 2:00 PM A meal will
follow the service. If you plan to attend the meal, please RSVP to the
church office at 952-467-2788 or sunday.bulletinnote@gmail.com

Save the Date for our Annual Fish Fry 
It will be held on Friday, February 16th. We are asking members of the
congregation to donate desserts. If you have any questions contact
Marlin Melcher.

 I Like a Good Fight

Finances

Salary:
Beginning Balance(1/1/24):                                                               $58,368.48
YTD Income:                                                                                     $22,036.93
YTD Expenses:                                                                                  $27,499.82
Current Balance (1/16/23):                                                                $52,905.59

Missions: 
Year to date total (9/30/23):                                                                $4,455.00
Budgeted:                                                                                             $9,830.00
Non-budgeted:                                                                                            $0.00 
2023 Pledged:                                                                                       $6,500.00 
2023 Goal:                                                                                          $15,000.00 
 
LHS:
Year to date total (9/30/23):                                                              $18,782.66 
2023 Commitment:                                                                            $19,250.00 
Per communicant member:                                                                      $55.00 
 
Building/Repair Fund: 
Account Balance (1/19/24):                                                                 $8,347.80
Suggested household contribution:                                                       $750.00
 

Attendance: Sunday, January 14th: 73 Communed: 62

Agnus Day Jonah didn't want to save Ninevah--but God did. Jonah 3
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