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Mission Statement 
Zion Lutheran Church, 
Cologne, MN is a branch 
of Christ’s family saved by 
grace alone, rooted in 
God’s love, and growing 
in faith through worship, 
teaching, fellowship, and 
service as we reach out to 
others with the good news 
of Jesus. 
 

Jesus speaks to his friends and his enemies about his upcoming death. He wants 
both his friends and enemies to know that his death is near--and his death is 
significant for all of them. Both his friends and his enemies will see him suffer and 
die a hideous death on the cross. His death holds a purpose for each of them: his 
friends will benefit because of his death. His enemies will not.  
 

Jesus prepares his friends for this sudden turn of events. He knows that they will 
be like a sheep without a Shepherd: they will scatter and be weighed down with 
worry and fear. Jesus wants them to know that he is walking into the trap that is set 
for him; he will die at the hands of evil men and be killed by them. Jesus wants them 
to know that this is NOT the end of things. Jesus will return to them again. His life 
will be ended by men but brought back by God. And Jesus will return SO THAT a 
place will be made for them. Jesus tells them this so that they can look forward to 
a greater thing that will happen after he dies. 
 

Jesus tells his enemies that they will look for Jesus after his death but never be able 
to find him. They will wonder what has happened to him. They will hear that the 
tomb of Jesus was opened, and that his body was nowhere to be found. They will 
hear of Jesus being with his friends, and that he ascended into heaven, forty days 
after his resurrection. They will hear--and they may seek--but him they will never 
find. "I am going away," Jesus said, "You will search for me but will die in your sin. 
You cannot come where I am going..." 
 

The death of Jesus is important. He tells his enemies, "Unless I die, you will die in 
your sins." Jesus holds out hope for some of his enemies: those who turn from their 
unbelief will live. But everything depends on Jesus dying. Jesus needed to die for 
the sins of the world. Jesus dies not only for his friends; he dies also for his enemies. 
From the cross, Jesus makes his first appeal for his enemies: Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do!  
 

Before you die, understand that God holds a place for you. The very Son of God 
gave up his perfect life for your sinful life. The death of Jesus on the cross became 
a universal sacrifice for sin--for all people, of all time. Jesus died so that death would 
not separate us from the Living God. For God so loved the world that he gave up his 
one-and-only Son into death, so that those who believe in him would not perish but 
have everlasting life. The person who believes in Jesus as Savior and Lord will 
have an eternal life of hope and peace and joy. Unbelief lets go of Jesus: and there 
is only despair.  
 

“Until I am nothing, God makes nothing of me.” So wrote Bonaventura, who spoke 
of God's desire to redeem us from the power of sin, death, and the power of the 
devil. Let go of your need to control all things. Allow God to be your focus. Repent 
of your sins and rely on God's power to forgive and redeem your life. All this comes 
by way of Jesus, who died and rose again for you. Seek him now and you will find 
your life in him is blessed with peace and joy.  

 

In Jesus' name, 
Pastor Eric Zacharias

"Unless I go, you will die in your sins." 
 



   

Our March meeting began with the LWML 
Prayer Service, held in Zion's sanctuary; it was 
attended by 13 members and one guest. The 
prayer service, written by Rev. Robert Grimm, 
incorporated elements of worship, hymns, and 
prayers and was conducted by Roxanne Pieper, 
Bev Rolf, and Mary Zacharias. After the service 
the regular March meeting convened with treats 
provided by our hostess Bev Rolf. The LWML 
Pledge was recited, and President Bev Eggers 
called the meeting to order. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were read, and motion was 
made to accept them as written (M/S/C). The 
Financial Report was presented by Treasurer 
RoNaye Gnan and, after discussion, was filed for 
audit. It was noted that Betty Klaustermeier and 
Darlene Leistiko performed the audit of the books 
and found them in order. 
  
Correspondence received included a check for 
$150 from the family of Harry Bruesehoff, along 
with a thank you from Lutherans for Life and 
requests for donations from Lutheran Social 
Services, American Bible Society, and the 
Orphan Grain Train. In light of the current events 
in the Ukraine, we decided to send $100 to the 
Orphan Grain Train to help in their humanitarian 
efforts. Our Mites were dedicated at this time. 
  
Committee Reports * Zion's LWML group 
hosted the Carver County LWML Board meeting 
on Feb 26, providing muffins, coffee and water. 
There were 25 in attendance.  
  
Unfinished business * The first Lenten 
Supper was hosted by the LWML on Ash 
Wednesday; 65 were served and the $355 was 
collected as a "free-will offering." This money is 
added to the "Mites" money, which our chapter 
uses to support mission projects. * LWML 
Quilting might happen yet this year if a date 
works out for everyone. It would likely be held in 
April, after we have the Rally behind us. 
* Zion's LWML will host the Rally on April 2. It 
was decided that our group give $100 as our 
"Gifts from the Heart" offering. The Rally Group 
Project will be "Rolling Bandages." We were 

encouraged to try and find old luggage and/or 
cardboard boxes to put the rolled bandages in for 
distribution. These will be shipped by the Global 
Health Ministries. * It is estimated that 50-70 
women will attend the Rally. Mary will pick up six 
dozen rolls and 48 water bottles for the 
attendees. We will also serve coffee. Roxanne 
will take care of the name tags, sign in sheets, 
and program books, while RoNaye will get the 
cash box and money for the morning. Mary will 
play some music in the church about 10-15 
minutes prior to the rally. We should be here by 
8:00am to be sure that the seats and tables are 
set up and the area is ready for the bandage-
rolling that will happen after the rally.   
  
New Business * Zion's Silent Auction for the 
school will be held in May; in our April meeting we 
will further discuss and decide what we might 
contribute to the effort. * The LWML is 80 years 
old this year and there is a project to have 80 
Bibles marked for prison ministry. * Our supply 
of Zion's cookbooks is dwindling; the prospect 
of replenishing them or making a new 
cookbook was brought up, but no action was 
taken on it. * A Blessing of the Quilts (200) will 
take place at St. John's, NYA; we are looking for 
more information about this. * Peter Klemp, a 
former member of Zion, is bringing the Concordia 
High School choir and band members from 
Omaha, Nebraska for a concert on March 25; the 
group was asked if it wanted to provide a meal for 
them prior to their performance. A motion was 
M/S/C to do so, with the following items provided: 
Juliene - hamburger for sloppy joes, Bev Rolf - 
fruit salad, Darlene L - chips, Martha - cookies, 
Ruth - salad, Roxanne - buns, Bev R and Mary to 
prepare the meat and the rest of us to bring 
bars. Karen Brockoff - plastic forks and paper 
goods should be in our containers.   
 
There were no birthdays this month. Our next 
meeting will be held on April 14 with Laurie 
Rowland as hostess. 
 
Mary Zacharias, Secretary 
 

Ladies Aid/LWML 
Meeting Notes from March 10, 2022 

  



   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

The month of April brings with it April Fool's Day. I've always wondered when and why the custom of "Fooling" 
people began (well not "always" wondered, usually I wondered only after being "fooled.") The history of April 
Fool's Day is uncertain, but the current thinking is that it began in France around 1582, with the introduction of 
the Gregorian Calendar. This calendar, which is the one currently in use, moved New Year's Day from April 1st 
to January 1st. Communication in those days traveled slowly, and some people were first informed of the change 
several years later. Still others who were more rebellious and didn't like change (possibly Lutherans) refused to 
acknowledge the change and continued to celebrate on April 1st. These people were labeled "fools" and were 
subject to ridicule, were sent on "fools' errands," were sent invitations to non-existent parties, and had other 
practical jokes played on them. The victims of these jokes became known as "poisson d'Avril," or "April fish," 
because a young fish is easily caught. It was also common practice to attach a paper fish to the back of a person 
as a joke. This custom continues even today in France on April 1st. In the eighteenth century the tradition of trick 
playing spread to Britain and Scotland, and it was introduced to the American colonies by the English and the 
French.  
 

While people use this ONE day to try to fool their families and friends or to be foolish themselves, many others 
are foolish in God's sight ALL of the time. Paul wrote to the Romans, "They know God, but they wouldn't worship 
Him as God. They began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. Claiming to be wise, they instead became 
utter fools" (Romans 1:21-22). As Paul wrote, many claim to be wise and claim to know all the answers, but to 
God, these are merely foolish ideas.  
 

There is much to be gained from increasing knowledge--it's what we try to do at Zion Lutheran School every day. 
But this knowledge is secondary to the Godly wisdom God reveals to us in His Word--revelations that can 
transform lives. As the Bible says, "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom" (Proverbs 9:10). The key to 
REAL wisdom is to start with God, and to stand on the timeless principles in His Word--even if it means looking 
"foolish" in the eyes of the world.  
 

Let us be bold and declare our faith in His Word--seeking to serve Him and live for Him. God's blessings.  
 
Portions of this article were excerpted from the devotion "Becoming a Fool" by Inspiration Ministries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Poisson d'Avril” 
By Tom Marcsisak 

 

SUNDAY

  ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR OF EVENTS FIRST DAY OF WEEK

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27 28 29 30 31 01 02

Chapel 8:10 AM

03 04 05 06 07 08 09
Church Service          

9:30 AM   

Lenten Services        

3:30 PM & 7 PM

Chapel at the Harbor 

9:00 AM
Chapel 8:10 AM

Palm Sunday
Confirmation               

5:15 PM

Confirmation 

Questioning 7 PM          

Reception to Follow

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Confirmation 

Sunday 9:30 AM   
Chapel 8:10 AM

No School  

LWML/Ladies Aid 

Meeting 9:30 AM

No School

No Sunday School
Council Meeting           

8 PM

Maundy Thursday 

Service 7 PM

Good Friday         

Service 7 PM

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Easter Sunday               

Services 6:30 AM        

& 9:30 AM   

No School Chapel 8:10 AM

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Church Service 

Communion           

9:30 AM   

Chapel 8:10 AM

Voters' Meeting           

after Service

ZEL Meeting            

6:30 PM

2022 APRIL



   

Memorial Day Clean-Up * Volunteer Weekend 
* May 27-29. Join others in Christ’s fellowship 
while preparing Camp Omega for the arrival of 
over 1600 children and adults for our summer 
camp programming. Entire families are welcome 
to join in the service, fun, and recreation of a 
fulfilling service weekend. Camp Omega staff will 
lead the youth and children in age-appropriate 
service projects and recreational activities. The 
weekend kicks off Friday evening and lasts 
through lunch on Sunday but join us for any part 
of the weekend as your schedule allows. Meals 
are provided. All you need to bring is your 
bedding and personal items. This is a free event. 
Contact Camp Omega at campomega.org or call 
507-685-4266 to register. 

Saturday, April 9 starting at 9:30am (weather 
permitting) the trustees are doing a clean-up of 
the outside and any volunteers would be 
appreciated. Questions or to let them know you 
are willing to help can be directed towards one 
of the trustees (Mark Melcher, Kurt Vinkemeier, 
Jeff Sons). 

Congratulations to the following Zion students for 
their achievements in the third quarter of the 2021 
– 2022 school year. Grade in parenthesis. 
Principal’s List (97% and above): Zachary Ketcher 
(1), Levi Spector (1), Selah Currie (2), June 
Grundmeier (2), Arthur Simones (2), Benjamin 
McCloskey (4) 
High Honor Roll (93%-96%): Elsie Gustafson (1), 
Quinn Kelzer (1), Aurelia Koepp (1), Whitney Olson 
(1), Harper Teschendorf (1), Caleb Widmer (1), Carly 
Widmer (1), Brooke Buetow (2), Nellie Wasness (2), 
Charlie Gustafson (3), Colton Heckman (3), Frankie 
Sudheimer (3), Kaisley Pitstick (6) 
Honor Roll (89%-92%): Xander Pitstick (1), Zachary 
Bones (2), Samson Traver (2), Jackson Meuwissen 
(3), Hudson Pitstick (3), Brady Rolf (3), Oliver 
Wasness (3), Isaac Bones (4), Henry Johnson (4), 
Alex Johnson (6), Brooke Moen (7), Ava Dose (8), 
Sam Dose (8), Quinn Kemp (8) 

Salary: 

Beginning Balance (1/1/2022) $61,721.74 

YTD Income $83,431.98 

YTD Expenses -$114,209.71 

Current Balance (3/31) $30,944.01 

 

Missions:  

YTD Total (3/20) $2,185.00 

Budgeted $2,185.00 

Non-budgeted $0.00 

2022 Pledged $6,500.00 

2022 Goal $15,000.00 

 

LHS:   

Year to date total (3/20) $17,427.66 

2022 Commitment $21,395.00 

Per communicant member $55.00 

 

Building/Repair Fund: 

Account Balance (2/22) $2,017.69 

Suggested household contribution $550.00 

April 3rd          Lindsey Moen 
  Abby Moen 
April 6th  Afternoon Evan Dietzel 
  Addison Dietzel 
 Evening Matthew Traver 
  Konrad Breeggemann 
April 10th  Lydia Brueggemeier 
  Anna Brueggemeier 
April 14th Maundy Thurs. Amber Brueggemeier 
  Grace Dose 
April 15th Good Friday Sophia Morschen 
  Brooke Sauter 
April 17th  SonRise Service     Cadee Vinkemeier 
 Erica Richardson 
                 Festival Service Nathan Lenzen 
 Sam Klaustermeier 
April 24th  Lindsey Moen 
 Abby Moen

CAMP OMEGA 
 

FINANCES 

USHER SCHEDULE 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

THIRD QUARTER  
HONOR ROLL 

 
 



   

BIRTHDAY LIST 
1 Morris Bartels 

Jenna Buetow 

Luke Rolf 

2 Ruth Harms 

Jason Schneider 

3 Glenn Traver 

Mava Olson   

4 Brittany Moen 

Weston Stahlke   

5 David Dietzel  

Burton Gruenhagen 

Donald Smith 

7 Levi Spector 

8 Tiffany Olson 

Leah Radde 

 10 Brady Rolf 

 Hannah McCloskey 

12 Marjorie Wolter 

13 Nicholas Haller 

16 Rick Haler 

17 Ivan Molnau 

Cole Sauter 

19 Jolene Bergs 

22 Dennis Buehler 

Kael Herrera 

23 Evan Dietzel 

24 Tonya Spector 

26 Jessie Hamble 

27 Gerald Buetow 

Timothy Richardson 

Amanda Vinkemeier 

28 Jordyn Coder 

Susan Stuewe 

29 Ashley Huinker 

Lynn Zellman 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARY LIST 
8 Charles & Ilene Dietzel 

16 Donald & Rose Smith 

20 Dave & Ranee Bingham 

23 John & Dorothy Miller 

 

   REMEMBERING 
   OUR SOLDIERS 
             Eben Karnitz 
             Eddie Karnitz 
       John Michael Bones 
 

BAPTISMS 
Nathan James Ketcher 

Born 1/7/22  
Baptized 3/20/22 

Son of 
Matthew & Tina Ketcher 

Sponsors: Jacob Buesgens, 
Halie Ketcher 

 
Adelaide Marie Morschen 

Born 1/30/22 
Baptized 3/27/22 

Daughter of  
Christophe & Emily Morschen 
Sponsors: Pastor Ryan & Andi 
Anderson, Audrey Morschen 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    VISITATION LIST 
Belle Plaine 
Marjorie Wolter 
Norma Woolery 
 
Cologne 
Marville Schmidt 
Lorraine Boelke 
 
Norwood Young America  
Barb Scholz 
Joycelyn Rolf 
 
Waconia  
Harold Bruesehoff 
Darrell Knorr 
Donald Herrmann 
 
Maple Plain 
Harriet Tellers 
 
Green Isle 
Marlys Lenzen 
 
 

 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP NOTES 

 



   

Holy Week Services 
 
 

 
 

7 PM on Thursday, April 14th and Friday, April 15th 
6:30 AM and 9:30 AM on Sunday, April 17th 

 
 

 

Zion Lutheran Church  
14745 Co. Rd. 153 
Cologne, MN  55322 

 
 

Return Service Requested  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

God Bless our Confirmands!  

Ava Dose, Samuel Dose, Kael Herrera, Jacob Hoen 


