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Mission Statement 
Zion Lutheran Church, 
Cologne, MN is a branch of 
Christ’s family saved by 
grace alone, rooted in 
God’s love, and growing in 
faith through worship, 
teaching, fellowship, and 
service as we reach out to 
others with the good news 
of Jesus.  

 
 
 

 

 
What "Resolution" will you make for this new year?  
Consider "Trusting God."  Some people mock the idea of trusting God 
and will not consider faith an option, because they cannot see God. In 
reality, these people are narrow minded, for their eyes are fixed on what 
they can see and not what God is able to bring about. By not trusting 
God, their options are limited only to what they can see or imagine. The 
reality is that God can bring about more than we could think or imagine. 
  
Look at the nation of Israel after they were freed from slavery in 
Egypt. God led Moses and Israel to the Red Sea. Even though Pharaoh 
rejoiced (and many Israelites feared) that the nation was trapped by 
mountains and the sea, no one could imagine that the sea would open up 
and reveal a dry passage on which the people could escape. Water 
doesn't pile up like a wall. Mud is not a solid path. But God, who controls 
the elements of nature, provided salvation from the angry Pharaoh. By 
God's grace, they were delivered from death; faith laid hold of the 
promise. 
 
Fear is the opposite of faith, as darkness is the opposite of light. 
Without light, we live in darkness; without faith, we live in fear and 
uncertainty. Jesus came to disciple the darkness and fear. 
  
Look again at the nation of Israel. After they had crossed over to 
safety, God led them to the border of "the promised land." Moses sent 
twelve men to enter the promised land and bring back a report. All twelve 
agreed that this was a prosperous land, "flowing with milk and honey," 
just as God said; but ten advised that they should not cross into this land, 
for they feared Israel would be cut down by these giants. Only two spies 
had faith that God would give them victory over all their enemies. 
  
God doesn't force us to believe in him. He allows us to walk our own 
path, even against his will. But God shows grace and mercy along the 
way. Israel could have been in the promised land within forty days; their 
lack of trust brought forty years of wilderness wandering. Along the way, 
God trained them in faith. God was with them in the pillar of cloud and 
fire: they learned to follow. God fed them with manna and quail and 
brought water out of a rock. In forty years, they came to trust in God for 
all things. Best of all, God gave his Word and Spirit and lived among 
them. 
  
God still leads us, by his Word and Spirit. By grace, we are saved by 
faith in Jesus Christ, our Savior. God has freed you from sin, death, and 
every evil power. You need not fear. Enter each day with faith, trusting 
that God is with you and brings you into the future with hope. Faith is the 
foundation on which all our hopes for the future are built. It may not be 
seen, but the reality (and your salvation) is there for you, in Christ. 
Blessings to you, in his holy Name. 
 
Blessings to you, in Christ—Pastor Eric Zacharias

RESOLVE: TRUST GOD 



   

 
 
 
 
 

 
Betty Klaustermeier served as hostess to the 
ten members attending our meeting. Roxanne 
Pieper gave our opening devotions, "Come One, 
Come All." Pastor led our study from the 
Quarterly, "Dilemmas and Decisions" (p15). 
  
President Bev Eggers opened the meeting, 
welcoming us and leading us in the LWML 
Pledge. Minutes from the previous meeting were 
read and approved, The Treasurer's Report was 
discussed, accepted and filed for audit. 
  
Correspondence received included thank yous 
from Trinity First and Orphan Grain Train. 
Requests for funding came from LWML Mission 
Grant #12, AbleLight (formerly known as 
Bethesda) and LAMP. A motion was M/S/C to 
give our monthly offering to The Lutheran 
Hour for December and to Main Street Living for 
January. We then dedicated our mites and sang 
a verse from our program booklet. 
  
Reports * The Flower Committee will close their 
account to avoid monthly service fees. We will 
earmark money in our treasury for their 
expenses. There were no reports from Christian 
Growth and the Funeral committees. 
  
Unfinished Items: The bus tour to Burnsville 
on November 30 was a success. There were 
four cancellations, and some were able to be 
filled at the last minute. The bus driver skillfully 
handled our group through the several stops; 
and all had a wonderful time. Roxanne 
presented a spreadsheet of specific 
expenditures. There was some discussion for 
future trips; those ideas will be taken under 
advisement.  
 
The Christmas Potluck hosted about 100 
people. The mission offering was $185; this will 
be evenly divided between AbleLight (Bethesda) 
and LCMS World Relief. Since Tom Marcsisak 
arranged for the musical entertainment, 
recruiting talent from Zion members, a motion  

 
 
 
 
 
was M/S/C to give $100 for Zion School needs.  
 
The Cookie Sale will be Sunday, Dec. 11. 
Cookies will be sold for $7 a dozen, or $20 for 
three dozen, and decorating kits at $15 for 18 
cookies, sprinkles, and frosting. Members are to 
come to help bake and frost the cut-outs on 
Friday at 1pm, and plating will be done on 
Saturday, beginning at 9am. It has been in the 
bulletin for congregation members to bring their 
baked goods by 9am Saturday.  
 
The By-Laws have been reviewed and sent off, 
but no response has been received yet. We 
thank Roxanne for her work regarding this huge 
matter. 
  
Our group's program book for 2023 will be 
drawn up on Thursday, Jan. 10 at 9:30 am. 
Roxanne will bring some goodies. Our group is 
not going to host the LWML Retreat but has 
offered to help supply items to the group that 
does accept this task. Barb Scholz and Mary 
Zacharias have December birthdays. With no 
further business, a motion was M/S/C to 
adjourn. There will be no January meeting; 
we will meet next on February 9, 2023. 
  
Respectfully submitted, Mary Zacharias, 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LADIES AID/LWML 
Meeting Notes from December 8, 2022 



   

WHAT A YEAR… 
By Tom Marcsisak 

 
 
 
 

Another Year of Our Lord... 
As we take down the 2022 calendars and put up one for 2023, I can't help but think about the world that we live 
in--and that our children and grandchildren will inherit. As the "world" tries to take God out of everything that it 
possibly can--I'm thinking specifically of changing AD at the end of dates (2022 AD) into CE. Many people do 
not know that the term AD refers to the latin phrase "Anno Domini" which means "in the year of our Lord". If the 
"world" wants to change it to the CE--meaning the Common Era, it doesn't change the fact that it is still THE 
YEAR OF OUR LORD. We look back now on the events that made 2022 at Zion Lutheran School one more 
"Year of our Lord!" 
 
Once again the highlight of JANUARY was Lutheran Schools' Week. As usual, the weather again altered 
plans. Due to cold temperatures, an outdoor "Winter Olympics" activity turned into an indoor Rock, Paper, 
Scissors Tournament (won by a kindergarten girl). Trips to Feed My Starving Children, Lutheran High School 
for a magic show, and to Buck Hill for tubing also highlighted the week. This year's "Online Mission Trip" 
brought us to Zambia where we learned about the culture, history and religious life of these interesting people. 
January also brought Mrs. McCloskey back from maternity leave as we said goodbye to Mrs. Laabs who filled 
in for Mrs. McCloskey during her absence.  
 
FEBRUARY was a short but busy month. Boys and girls participated in the Lutheran High Basketball 
Tournament with the girls moving on to the State Tournament hosted by Concordia University in St. Paul. Once 
again a basketball "mini-camp" was held in Zion's gym for our younger athletes.  
 
In MARCH, planning for the Silent Auction got into full swing. Butterbraids were sold to raise money for this 
coming year's trip to Washington, D.C. The Gerten's Plant and Flower Sale began, and the eighth graders 
began to get nervous about Confirmation Questioning in April. 
 
As usual, lots of things happened in APRIL. The confirmation of Ava and Sam Dose happened on Palm 
Sunday as well as the Lutheran High Spelling Bee on that Saturday. The Iowa Tests of Basic Skills were 
administered to our first through eighth graders, and the older students put the finishing touches on their 
annual play. 
 
In MAY, the older students presented their "Fall Play"--"Mother Goose Has Flown the Coop"--postponed from 
November due to numerous illnesses. A week later the younger students presented their play--"The Principal 
and the Pea." Older students participated in the track meet at Lutheran High. Play Day was hosted by Zion. 
Preschool and kindergarten students participated in their "Moving Up Ceremony." Graduation was held for 
Ava, Sam, and Quinn as they moved on to the challenges of high school. May also brought with it the return of 
the Silent Auction, but in a slightly different format. Instead of being accompanied by the French Toast 
Breakfast, this year the Squeaky Cow (Pexas) and the Rolling Hearth Pizza (Huinkers) food trucks provided 
delicious food options. Mrs. Jopp announced that she would not be returning in September to teach 
kindergarten and preschool so the search for a replacement began. 
 
JUNE and JULY are generally quiet months in Zion's classrooms, but that doesn't mean that many things 
aren't happening "behind the scenes." Mrs. Benning (Neils) was hired to replace Mrs. Jopp. Ann Young was 
hired as a second aid in preschool and kindergarten on days when our number of students goes higher than 
20. In June the trip to Washington, D.C., postponed form 2021 was successfully completed.  
 
In AUGUST preparations for the coming school year took place. Tours were given. More new lockers were 
installed. In-service meetings were held, and students were welcomed back with root beer floats at the open 
house/orientation night.  
 
In SEPTEMBER the new school year began with the theme "Making Disciples for Life." Amanda in the office 
announced that she would be leaving us. She was replaced by Catie Viengthong. Catie has four children 



   

enrolled at Zion. Zion had enough girls interested in Volleyball to once again have their own team--not needing 
to combine with another school. 
 
In OCTOBER plans for Trunk or Treat were finalized and the event was again blessed with wonderful weather 
and equally wonderful memories. 
 
In NOVEMBER the Soup and Pie Supper was again held. Zion students assisted by carrying trays, busing 
tables, and filling coffee cups. The Craft, Plant, and Bake Sale was also again held. Zion boys began practicing 
basketball in preparation for the upcoming season. 
 
In DECEMBER we focused once again on Christmas. Christmas is that wondrous season when we prepare 
our hearts for the birth of Jesus. This year the children presented "Do Not Be Afraid" reminding us through 
narration, scripture, and song that Jesus is the alleviation of our fears. 
 
 ” ...the hopes and fears of ALL THE YEARS are met in THEE tonight!" 
 

GOD'S BLESSINGS to you all in 2023.  

If you are a secretary or a treasurer of a Zion 
organization, you will need to provide an Annual 
Report to the office.  Financial reports are needed 
from each treasurer. All reports should be 
submitted to the office by the 9th of January.  

Thank you to everyone who so thoughtfully 
remembered us this Christmas season. Your 
generous gifts and heartfelt good wishes are 
greatly appreciated. 
     -The staff of Zion Lutheran Church and School 

January 1st        Jacob Hoen;  
Sam Klaustermeier 

January 8th       Erica Richardson;  
Addison Dietzel 

January 15th       Amber and Anna Brueggemeier 
January 22rd                    Grace and Ava Dose 
January 29th     Lindsey and Abby Moen  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Salary: 
Beginning Balance (1/1/21) $61,721.74 
YTD Income $353,225.90 
YTD Expenses $463,434.95 
Current Balance (12/21) -$48,487.31 
 

Missions:  
YTD Total (11/13) $12,215.00 
Budgeted $7,465.00 
Non-budgeted $0.00 
2022 Pledged $6,500.00 
2022 Goal $15,000.00 
 

LHS:   
Year to date total (11/13) $24,452.66 
2022 Commitment $22,715.00 
Per communicant member $55.00 
 

Building/Repair Fund: 
Account Balance (12/29) $13,994.44 
Suggested household contribution $550.00 

Lutheran Schools’ Week is coming at the end of 
this month. You are all invited to enjoy a 
continental breakfast on Friday, January 27th. 
Serving will begin at 7:30 a.m. You are welcome 
to then join our students for chapel at 8:10 a.m. 
and a fellowship activity in the gym following 
chapel.

THANK YOU 
 

ANNUAL REPORT FINANCES 

USHER SCHEDULE 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 



   

Zion Lutheran Church & School—Cologne, Minnesota 
An Overview of 2022 

 
January  2 Officers Installed & Rededication 
 17 Council Meeting & 23rd  Voters Meeting after church. Life Sunday 
 24 Lutheran Schools Week 
February  6 Baptism: Ella Mae Buetow, Adelia Kaye Pitstick; Lutheran Hour Sunday 
March  2 Ash Wednesday (3:30 & 7pm) * Lenten Theme: The Sign of Jonah 
 20 Baptism: Nathan James Ketcher 
 23 Funeral: Harry “Sonny” Bruesehoff 
 25 Concert Band & Choir—Concordia High School—Omaha, NE (led by Peter Klemp) 
 27 Baptism: Adelaide Marie Morschen 
April  2 LWML Zone Workshop, hosted by Zion's LWML 
 8 Questioning of Confirmands * Ava Dose, Sam Dose, Jacob Hoen, Kael Herrera 
 10 HOLY WEEK * 14 Maundy Thursday 7pm * 15 Good Friday 7pm 
 17 Easter (6:30 & 9:30) Easter Breakfast (Evangelism Committee—Chance Outreach) 
 22 Funeral: Allen Lenzen 
 24 Voters Meeting, after church [Council Meeting was April 11] 
 30 Funeral: Donald Herrmann 
May  2 Funeral: Harold Bruesehoff 
 11 Concordia University Choir (7:30 pm) 
 25 Play Day, Hosted by Zion   
 27 End of Zion School Year 
 30 Memorial Day Service (9:30) 
June  9-11 MNS District Convention (John Bruesehoff, Zion's Representative) 
 11 Baptism: Jocelyn Dane Pexa 
 27 Vacation Bible School * God's Wonders (CPH) * June 27-July 1 
July  17 Voters Meeting, after church (11th Council Meeting) 
 24 Baptisms: Montgomery Bassamore, Everett Bassamore, & Pearl Bassamore 
August  20 Funeral: Norma Woolery 
 21 Baptism: Olivia Merkling 
 28 Zion's 165th Anniversary 
September 7 Start of Zion's Academic School Year 
 24 Inurnment: Lawrence Wolfgram 
October  2 LWML Sunday; 3-4th Pastoral Conference (Mankato) 
 9 Baptism: Bailey Denise Buetow 
 10 Committal; Emry Paige; stillborn 9/23/2022; d. of Erik & Erin (Bruesehoff) Gustav 
 16 Baptism: Elliot Hiram Way 
 16 Voters Meeting with Elections (10th Council Meeting) 
 28 Trunk or Treat 
 30 Reformation Sunday * Gideon Bible Sunday (11/6) 
November 7 Soup and Pie Supper 
 10 Funeral: Marian Stuewe 
 24 Thanksgiving Day (9:30) 
December 4 Annual Christmas Potluck 
 24 Christmas Eve Children's Service (7:30pm) 
 25 Christmas Day (9:30am) 
 29 Baptism: Isla Marie Waller 



   

BIRTHDAY LIST 
1 Gary Bierstedt 

Lisa Brueggemeier 
Sophia Morschen 

3 Beverly Ulrich 
4 Vivian Buetow 

Robert Gennrich 
Mark Melcher 

6 Carley Ulrich 
8 Addison Dietzel 

Kendra Rhodes 
9 Nissa Klaustermeier 

Marlin Melcher 
11 Olivia Buetow 
12 Janice Pechonick 
14 Justin Brueggemeier 

Christina Vinkemeier 
Brenda Worm 

16 Kevin Rolf 
17 Bradley Bierstedt 
18 Emma Buetow 

Jennifer Buetow 
20 Dennis Vinkemeier 

Oliver Kelzer 
21 Kevin Gennrich 
22 Sydney Haller 
23 Edwin Brueggemeier 

Wesley Nielsen 
25 Eben Karnitz 

Thad Karnitz 
26 Karen Brockoff 

Jane Ische 
Whitney Olson 

28 Christopher Buetow 
Charles Dietzel, Sr. 
Barbara Henschen 
Wesley Rolf 

29 RoNaye Gnan 
Jeffrey Rolf 
Lori Zacharias 

30 Joycelyn Rolf 
Emily Salonek 
Kaisley Pitstick 

31 Rodney Boelke 
Sydney Bruesehoff 

    

      VISITATION LIST 
Belle Plaine 
Marjorie Wolter 
 
Cologne 
Wally Buetow 
Marville Schmidt 
 
Green Isle 
Marlys Lenzen 
 
Norwood Young America  
Ellen Arndt 
Lila Rolf 
Joycelyn Rolf 
Barb Scholz 

 
Waconia  
JoAnn Herrmann 
Darrell Knorr 
 
Maple Plain 
Harriet Tellers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBERING OUR 
SOLDIERS 

John Michael Bones 
Eben Karnitz 
Eddie Karnitz 

 

BAPTISM 
Isla Marie Waller 
Born: 7/7/2022 

Baptized: 12/29/22 
Parents: David and Courtney 

(Vinkemeier) Waller 
Sponsors: Ellerie Waller 

Scott Pudlitzke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP NOTES 



   
 



   

 

Share the good news about Zion! 
Zion Lutheran School’s Mission Statement reads: “Feed My Lambs…through the teaching of 

Christian faith and guidance in the Christian life for personal growth and development.” Here at 
Zion, we do not just train children academically. With God’s Word as our guide, we also focus on 
their spiritual development as well-- equipping them to live their lives in a way pleasing to God. 

 

SO… 
If you have a three or four-year-old who is ready to take that  

big step into preschool…Check us out! 
 

If you have a student ready to take that next big step into 

Kindergarten…Check us out! 
 

If your child is attending school somewhere else, and you’re wondering  

if there may be a better fit…Check us out! 
 

If you know someone who may fall into any of these above  

categories, encourage them to…Check us out! 
 

YOUR RECOMMENDATION MEANS A LOT! 
 

 
 

 

Zion Lutheran Church  
14745 Co. Rd. 153 
Cologne, MN  55322 
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