
As our nation marks the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence
this July, many of us picture that familiar scene—delegates gathered in a warm
Philadelphia room, the document presented, faces turned toward what would become
a turning point in history. The well-known painting captures that moment. But it also
reminds us that these men gathered at great risk, pledging, as the Declaration itself
says, their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor.
 
Pictures matter. They capture more than facts—they preserve faces, relationships,
and moments that shape who we are. I appreciate the pictures that dad would take of
us as a family. He was fanatical. But all those pictures are a treasure to family--if no one
else! That’s exactly what makes a congregation's picture directory all the more
important! 
 
A Confirmation Picture Display will be mounted in the Narthex (lobby), next to
the display case. A section of closets will be the ideal setting for this display as it is
recessed, allowing for people to view and turn the pictures easily. (Each frame is 31" x
36") Our thanks to our LWML group (particularly Juliene Klaustermeier and Roxanne
Pieper) for researching and funding this project, and our Trustees (Chris and Jacob
Buetow) for making guiding them through the process. 
 
"Cheese!" Families of Zion will sit for pictures for the church pictorial
directory, July 16-18. You can sign up at church on Sundays or sign up online. To
sign up online, go to
 

www.ucdir.com using our Church Code: mn669 and using the Church Password:
MNmembers669 and find a day/time that works best for you. 

 
Picture directories are helpful in so many ways—It is a quick way of "putting
names with faces," helping us recognize one another as members of Christ’s body
together. The more we interact with each other, the stronger our bond becomes.
Picture directories are also a snapshot of our ministry at this time and place. Thumbing
through a directory brings back so many memories of those who have been together in
worship and in the life of the parish. These are a great and cherished testimony of the
church. Likewise, a confirmation display does something similar across time,
reminding us of those who have publicly confessed their faith and been shaped by the
Word in this place.
 
Pictures help tell that story. They quietly say: these are the people God has
gathered here. They document our life together as a congregation—faces, families,
and fellow believers who share in the same faith and fellowship. As Jesus said,
“Rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” That is our true identity—not just that
we are remembered here, but that we are known by God Himself.
 
So let’s cherish our pictures! Let’s make sure the story it tells is full—full of faces,
full of faith, full of the people God has gathered here at Zion.
 
In Christ, Pastor Eric Zacharias
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